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AMENDMENTS TO THE ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION OF THE BANK
(Special Resolution on item 6 of the Notice of 2009 Annual General Meeting)

The Board of Directors of The Bank of East Asia, Limited (the “Bank”) announces that a
special resolution will be proposed at the Annual General Meeting of the Bank to be
held on Thursday, 16™ April, 2009 (“2009 AGM”) to amend the Articles of Association of
the Bank to bring them in line with certain recent changes to the Rules Governing the
Listing of Securities on The Stock Exchange of Hong Kong Limited (the “Listing Rules”).
The effects of the proposed amendments are as follows:

0] Subject to such other minimum period as may be specified in the Listing Rules
from time to time: (a) an annual general meeting shall be called by not less than
twenty-one days’ notice or twenty clear business days’ notice, whichever is the
longer; (b) a meeting called for the passing of a special resolution shall be called
by not less than twenty-one days’ notice; and (c) a meeting other than an annual
general meeting or a meeting called for the passing of a special resolution shall
be called by not less than fourteen days’ notice or ten clear business days’
notice, whichever is the longer; and

(i) Any vote of shareholders at a general meeting will be taken by poll.
The proposed amendments are set out in full in the Notice of 2009 AGM.

Our legal advisers, Deacons, have confirmed that the proposed amendments comply
with the requirements of the Listing Rules and the laws of Hong Kong. The Bank also
confirms that there is nothing unusual about the proposed amendments for a bank
listed in Hong Kong.

Details of the proposed amendments to the Articles of Association are set out in the
Annual General Meeting Circular which will be dispatched to the shareholders of the
Bank on 13" March, 2009.

By Order of the Board
Molly HO Kam-lan
Company Secretary

Hong Kong, 13" March, 2009
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